Tobacco Reduction Community-Challenge Launched in the Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual and Transgender/Transsexual Communities.

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Vancouver, BC , February 1st, 2005:  

The first-ever Canadian GLBT Mass Media tobacco reduction campaign is now underway. The official campaign launched in Vancouver on January 15.  This unique campaign, which is presented by Gay West and Vancouver Coastal Health, is funded by Health Canada.  


Proud To Quit is announcing a community Challenge! “The Challenge will be to increase awareness and reduce smoking prevalence in the Vancouver GLBT community over 2005-06,” says Campaign Manger, Steven RodRozen.

The objective of the community challenge is to unite the community behind the cause of reducing smoking, to increase awareness and provide resources.  The Proud to Quit campaign and Community Challenge will aim to change attitudes towards smoking in our community and trigger the long term goal of de-normalizing smoking and reducing prevalence rates in the Vancouver GLBT community.


The Proud To Quit Community Challenge will provide an incentive for all the participating organizations.  Proud to Quit will have a grand prize draw at the end of the year, awarding an advertising fund in the amount of $5,000 to a community organization. The prize is supplied jointly by Proud to Quit and Xtra West.


“We have a very large, powerful community with many organizations, promoters and businesses with many networks and resources," RodRozen said. "We are calling on the community and the organizations to unite behind this highly important health issue and support and promote the effort. This will be a fun and interactive challenge"  

“Recent studies show that the smoking rates are especially high among the local GLBT community -- approximately 10 per cent more than the general population.  These alarming results triggered this campaign and an extensive research project that will accompany it” says Steven McManus of Gay West, and the project creator.  

“We want to thank Xtra West for their generous contribution to this important cause” adds McManus.

The Proud to Quit campaign is featured in print and outdoor media outlets in Vancouver, presenting images of real community members with real stories in a positive manner.

For further information please contact:
Steven RodRozen
Campaign Manager
(604)716-7561

info@proudtoquit.ca
Visit our MEDIA ROOM at www.proudtoquit.ca
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