Do Gays, Lesbians, Bisexuals, and Transgender communities have higher smoking rates?

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Vancouver, B.C., March 2, 2005

The first-ever Canadian gay and lesbian, mass media tobacco-reduction campaign launched on January 15, 2005.  One of the primary reasons for Health Canada’s $355,000 funding of the project is the lack of data and any substantial research of tobacco prevalence in Canadian GLBT communities.  


"The GLBT Community Health Survey is unique in that it will help us understand the smoking prevalence rates in Vancouver as well as what influences people in the community to smoke" says Lee-Anne Ragan, of Rock.Paper.Scissors Inc., who is working in collaboration with Lori McNulty of M©Nulty consulting as lead researchers on the project.


”You don't have to be a smoker though to fill it in. The short survey, for 19-35 year olds who self-identify as GLBT, is available on line to fill out (www.proutoquit.ca/survey.html) and a paper based version will be in the March 17th issue of XtraWest.”  “Check it out - everyone who fills in the survey has a chance to win $500 cash. You have until April 1st to spend 5-10 minutes helping gather really important information for the community & to dream about how to spend $500 if you win. There'll also be random draws for prize baskets worth $100.” says Ragan.

”Given the importance of this community-based research, we are anticipating broad participation from this diverse community,” says McNulty. “Never before has there been such an integrated research study and multimedia campaign, enabling the GLBT community to voice their opinions about vital health matters.”  “This is a fun exercise and we hope hundreds answer to the call,” adds McNulty

The survey is one of several components of this extensive research project.  Other aspects 

include focus groups, interviews, discussion groups, street-theatre and other data analysis. The information generated is highly anticipated by many stakeholders across the nation.  

"We are fairly certain that this effort will paint a truer picture of the smoking prevalence rate, attitudes and behaviours in the LGBT community of the Vancouver area.  We believe that this will create a national reaction in local communities across the Country and influence policy makers in delivering Health Services to the LGBT community." Says Steven RodRozen, Campaign manager
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